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At the core of all we do is our purpose which is leading people to experience authentic relationship with God and people. The question is, "How will we do this?" Before we can even tackle that question, we need to answer a more fundamental one. What is an authentic relationship with God and people? What does an authentic follower of Jesus look like?
An authentic follower of Christ is one who is willing to take their next step toward being…

Captivated and Committed: A person who believes in Jesus increasingly loves him with “heart, soul, mind and strength,” and is committed to growing as a disciple, regardless of the cost.

Thriving and Thirsting:  A person who determines to abide in Christ and is committed to cultivating a growing relationship with God, even in adverse circumstances, so that faith is progressively more vibrant.

Bonded and Building:  A person who engages with a community of faith, in small group and larger contexts, and develops as a contributor to the health and effectiveness of a local congregation.

Inviting and Influencing:  A person who develops an invitational lifestyle in everyday relationships, contagiously attracting others toward Christ.

Discerning and Disarming:  A person who is being transformed into the spirit and character of Christ, able to interact with religious, political and societal systems with increasing discernment, giving primary allegiance to God’s kingdom by being “in the world, but not of it.”

Purposeful and Persevering:  A person who knows that discipleship is a lifelong journey of increasing responsiveness to God, embracing the perspective that we are on a path toward maturity, that having a relationship with Jesus is our greatest treasure, and that heaven is our real home.








Our specific strategy is to nurture people in three ways (Framework Formations). Each of these is critical and is a part of everything we do at Linden MB. The three Framework Formations are Spiritual Formation, Community Formation and Ministry Formation. We are calling these “formations’ in the following sense:
A potter "forms" a lump of clay into a pot or a mug. Parents and teachers talk about children being in their "formative years" and of the need for "character formation" among the youth of today. "Formation," in these contexts, brings to mind shaping and molding, influencing the development of potential toward an ideal. It is process oriented. These factors are interrelated. 

Spiritual Formation

Spiritual formation is learning to live out what Christ has accomplished in us through his death, resurrection, and abiding life within us. Here at LMBC we want to provide opportunities for us to recognize Christ in all situations and surrender to His ongoing work in our lives.

Spiritual Formation is the lifelong process through which believers are transformed by God on their journey of discovery in the context of community, and in accordance with biblical values. We cannot form ourselves, only God can. 

Community Formation 

Community is something we must surrender into – we surrender our individualism, self-sufficiency and self protection;  allowing  Jesus and others into our lives. 

Community Formation is creating a safe place of belonging where people can learn to believe in Jesus, and join others in being His body, a biblical community, (The Church).

Ministry Formation

We experience growth and maturity through spiritual formation. We experience safety and belonging through community formation. We experience the fulfillment of our purpose as we understand and live out our calling (Ministry Formation).

Ministry Formation is an intentional effort to nurture an environment which helps us understand how, as uniquely gifted people; God will minister and bless others through us. Ministry Formation is serving as God equips and empowers each of us together. 

LMBC doesn’t want to complicate your life but rather help you simplify it. It challenges you to surrender the unnecessary and focus your life. It connects you to others on the journey, helps you understand how God is shaping you, and enables you to discover His call on your life.
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